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WHS feg I oad € €A 3 IJ HREY €
33 g J fa 7 7 It 1Y, A9 75 7 JEt I
3d, GH € »Td A3 YI3H & Y4 7% Hdd 20 3 BT
H 919 #f = " fmrdr g€ 712, HI € M3& fearer
‘Tfogg I ma A8 & &% & T (BH w9) AT T
I G %d I 3 7 A9 feg A wie a1g e
& w8 gs, G Ao & yomug fea R
et fedt yragsT gt J fa Afzag far 3 figg a91
ygd far € U39 de sufi A2 13898 goHeE §
g uzr Ht fa 48 © arge | 39fm I Mg wE
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133 fea en < Hee a9 Is 633 ot »muE Hatr
3 JJ €9 Ud 83 WAee’ e dde Ja, 33udd
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Tt wifag Jelur foaur 98 37 I
foa e & Bfs feas miswr =fF €SI (c3)

ygd 13 3 far ug a7 3, far 3 fag e fla &m/
U J »J ygd BAdt 38 ASt dfenE I At I
gH BH MH 3 914 &3'od © iy fea TAg < Aafesr
g9 I5| J9, T 3t =37 gyl I 3 39809, 3
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Idtg AR AR M & AEM mAS I
I3 feer & gad 99g d HS YT IR

B g9d Uzt & 67 e 83 st I mfsdaf
WU 2JJT Af39Id & Wa A Sfont et ni-Hard
WITH e I&, TH JId WIUET i TgA3  mid
wy TR 397 BT 9J J, feg &d1 Ifaer »ig fmg 919
3G €T €9 &7 €53 Mf3 HIes 9H JI

A3 W& T BIIET, Wddl, WIS, gal, ™,
s, 338 Af3Id »3H AgU © 9dat feg O
uae%amﬁaw%wa"rfr?agﬁmaﬁeaeﬁ
e ngeH IS -

“fe »g® ofy 2aat ofg sy o™l
w3 “N wigd ot 29 397 oy Geaar i

Y WH HAg T 3AT fed g ¥ 9% o8& fen wiud
Hed & 3 JdaT J1 H g3t uHt &% Af3ag © fmnfantt
Zet nige Aaer gt fagfa HE wm ot fedt 3 fa usr
&t ¥ for <t 3¢% gum A J1 fon met feo aw
i a7 99, 1 W fai et 963t Fgat I A fan 39t
g& 39T Aied AT Jdiam, Ud des fodt 39 J fa
Afzag fHag ad|

(@A 1921 9)

fsafe & Adinig €3

fea 3@ J fa Ht 99 s&d €€ Hf 3 TS aH ET
T ygd widg dizr dt H, 3 fea Hdy & mr 938
Ugs Bel, 3 iy 7e famiml o8 GF € 919 9dat feg
»e & 83 dt fes I8 Ha fa wgarg & Her »ir fami,
3 BT St ©7 €3 yda amdft J famm feg A 3
ufg®r 919 s'ad © iy HE 7 Hignr| #€ goH 9w ©
Un Jfenr, 3T GH & faar: - fa iy sz 3 ufgst fer
3 g9 daH i3 I&, fen w3 fen § add feg & 7
3t 7 @ A3 I A 931 wEs OFg 8 T
T8 feg sax & JT 3 U At i, fx HoBuT g
Hg J Jrel, Hig 85 dt a7 GH w © 99 Huf3nfg
HI WEJT I8 | »Hd d'd UHES &6 o UdH W &f
gofadt Ul 88 & J fen & St fa 28 < gfom
J 3t "t 3 goHa™ Hf AraT fI g’ IS wHES
d3 dige dt &ar Ht fa »idl ggHdH 898 funr: fa
Gy d3saa 3 fammr I et o s ER &
7199 e 3 o 95 feg ygr 291 €3 B fen 3gt
d311 39 93 g9n g€ Jet 3 Afant & By € Hg
fanr| m@%@%ww%@?émﬁw
g ma® Yy § "a3 H&e 3 39H wifen H, feH
T3 fsdard w919 Sed O € QU feg wdht fem
famr 31 68 w3 67 St T T 3 399 99 ¥ uriw
UE 3 g 3'6d & f&darg = qisT 93 B4t § ¥ fo3r
JI g9 3% feg I fa 7 Jet feans < fad fimar ot
2, ‘ofagg’ = s W 3t fadarg »my R ¥ fgae
feg wr gaer I fog My, 1 3T oad =% B I°
Ht, =fgag e aH wuer J, fer em3 fadag fem
T foge few Srer J1 fer & saat < »iar <F JraHt
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7 A e Ing dld3s Faa i3
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(M WISt U T=EE widt-39, T Ug)
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oW IfE & gy I gfg AeT yay Hefall
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ittt Ifg 91 3 His Aufo 8 Harfall
sz ot Aer goq ofE 99 45 A9
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1ld O'od gl feg e3ediad o3&
(grggHTg 3urdt € feRm yHdr 1€9)
% Hisr FaHT™

awaﬂwa?@%ﬁﬂaﬁ—guﬁ,ﬁnﬁv
faaHt AWz © gt Hdlfemt € wag €3 It

g HEFE § ydreger J1 wigh Hdlfemt 9
JET 937 gEsEt I5 1 Hadh He QUT mueET yge
ugEt gfdet g5 fer arfe-gu €9 fagor ©
391 § yfaast-fozae <t fisgHt feg U7 J9a fimmer
Surfam famr I

Ut Aoz 89 Ag 3 ulg®’ 99 aad Aiow
& gdoHT fouys & nradszr diFt ggoqa Uaret
g3 & wfdgr arfe-gu I fam &8 Yfqza ewiss
Y %-5% fEa He-ferst fan 37 e usl-
UghHg § fise <t Stag e Juet J; o a3 Sfpn
fam 31 Afgr 39 3 I90HT © IIT &3 il »AI®
Inft 33T Wieg Jea3t gttt e faag Ifonr fimer
AEaT Jed § e T Ha3 gad o3 famr Jer I

Ydg Udud' H3TEd F'dIHT € HY H3E THarg
fHareT Ht Ud3 I9 a'8a Afay & fer €9 yfqsa
TIEIE M3 iftm3Ha3T © A Wt & GFrrg disr
JI gdoHg 3urdt = o ¥y geds © 939 o
JI 99 wigg & Arfa3d U 3 ged3 © &% feafHd
I  Ife-farer 3t I

ot Hiet = feam 3@ ft I HawT T A7 B9
ged3 & Higd gu €9 mue< m3 GF & U JJ|
Hag 8 €93 € AT 99 3T GH ¥ W § & HIZS3T
W3 Afgd 7S € wigge Jer I1 333 T=eds M3
HSH 2137296 8 g 3 ygie3 de I | Hdd 3i3d
TIEISE AYRT I 3T HeHI 3=eds < YHGHT I
T J

YAZ3 J g 3'6d USHd 9T Ifg3 §/daHd
3yTdt feg ezeafed WA

g Fiigg AeH fée ges fa e wiar 8-S <t
Jc Zaret Juer J 3 fR dfes mdtet st g 39

Faet afSet 3, 6 397 Yz a1 T Saftn I fafmm

yg © Hge o ez § foge ffg uds a9 3¢ Is:

Teftor {49 98 dfas garm
A" US Afg 97 98 Wi AHdmmil (491 1107)
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&g wlid »3 Jfe® ot fagar gaug ga <t HAS
2§ Yy 3 fegdt I8 wivr < faousst © firae
A3 famrr J1 a9 < g9 g9a Wiy, afes w3 faggs
Hie ferdt fees & Wiz mide g5 fom yag €5 ©
e <t Ay fon &3 &g Y213 3t J1 gan3 © poed
VAH T forei3 UF J9e I8 91 Afdd ©Re I fa i
- ge-giet %z < a9 g J gast & &
Hi3® a9 fiddt I, I8 &% 3R I q iR T 935
I I, o G2 S It yz © Y &t Seq 9 9T
fgge »3fia a1dt M3 W3 9F & gL Jad Ia|
ufg® et HAtS 939 <t Aoea! 993 T Tdcs Jde
JT 91d Hio" oS 99 I a8 i ydrd 913 © ARH
feg goru=t miue y3 g€ &g v widt 9; 23, g2,
TH, %, &% 3 IET IJ Ao HIR IS, dAfTS wy
v faggt €3 St Henaa gt gt O w3 fem yara
fos-figet fam guis J AfET J, U3 937 © HAW =
nide Yg-yizH 3 1Se3t Jet die-fenst st Hie Haet
TIIHd AFfed 39 '3 9 HAM, gesdmt 93t i3
st nigig et Yfaast o A3 der 91 99
sod UBHT & ggand 3urdt fg feg g fafmr o
fa gggw @3eds 3t It goer ST I, H He wied
3T I M3 o HE MEd HIZBIT T TH I 3T gIIH
3UR < gyerel Y33 &dt Jet

o3 ¥93 9% I=d HI=3|l

5 g8 W3 wfg # fug wfg arg31 (Aar a00)

fery © Hdle fagst dht et €3 a2 U3
Uarae g& w3 fée Y33 Jer I fa Jut Tt argat
3 JI-IJ &2 U Ur J B figrg 3T I At
gorust § 24 fadds Hie Rt nug Hiisd o7& tHe
I HI-HIHI3 < < 9T duet I 93 3 fery Hard 7o
d IOH H1S & <t 99 Afge & 3T dfg F 2fgmfent
3, ﬁ@ﬁgﬁ@m%aw@gw%ﬁmﬁa
& 5331t U Hiz-HioH wener g frgae g w3
GJst 3 3uR T dEt »rg adf deTl yg UH 3 fegd
JT Hiet § ot <far sy Uer I I HAts & gt
Tt & Rmis S92 9T 99 Ffog R Is fy fom
F@%WWE‘U’B’U@% uast B At I M3

Wwa,ﬁﬁﬁmmagaazozo




a1 29T Fuet J1 Hod < 3UR 9ISt T uet mer fidh
JI I UgSt W-ud F T AlJEr I U3 e J93e
ot f3nmaret| 39T Han € 3V 3 g9e Bl HiE 8
¥ge I5| ferm 3g° AR faui-A3U 3 g9 et yg
ot faqur-gut &t & &t I3 St At I 3 o &t
yg © Ge-mHd 3 fast Age adf Jet:

WHE 3T Hag IS U

gt gy A Ry »Erfs e

»alfs 9F AY W 48 3t 7 faaz & awl

39 feg sfonr us 3@ 13 B2 1 T39I (s aqor)

A8 € Hoed WAH &9 7 ¥es Ige I 3
ga3dt g At J1 WEa € €4 €9 I¢t Tonie AiE
T HAS Tnit st &t Bva 3 & 39 At I M3
dest ot grenet 3 < 39 At I moaE ferzdt Aot
fem WA T wrde Waet 91 fER yarg 3w @ Hdts
&9 7%-8% et 5% 39 dieT I M3 JaT-Hdd 5%
By fer 93 €9 33, HI 3 €13 98¢ g1 wiid &t
fUe-Rye, Mt 3 17eqt € Sar fdgs § e §3 o iy
st Bz o2 fagfa G st & »3 »@ wesa 3
TI J1I eI Htfontt efar 3’ © Hdls feg fEa um
3t gggdt Yfaast € g I »i3 gn Ui e fersdt
< uSt-ughmg 3 geret v fam Qs fapr I

Ieg ot gt 3fg Aafs ugsti

7% 8% 3ifg 39 H9H I3 99T W@l (a7 aqot)

fem yarg »iE, o3d W3 Hwg Hdlfent € FmHt
gdd T J&®' fde JI€ 9 Al wiE mr3HT & Haet
JET »iTHET €T T 3i3d 3Eds ¥ WS Agu 5%
J9¢ IS M3 it § T3edfed H3ss 3 AU 3¢ 9T
WHE HEJE 2 YI-Ia13t €& Yfd3 dae I&| Ud &
i3 &t m3 99 =8t 93 &9 wig, g2 3 fads Hae
T A I fan @ wif3 gy 7 wifs 8w @t 93
€9 <t Hles T migrg yu3nT & efen a3 It g&er
JI T3 uEht &9 Gume et © Hies-dag § ged3
It Heredt I 1 fa vy & Ieg © gad ff g&<t I

Ufy 3urg uF T f3E 99 AT

miez ot ot vis 3fs =Afa waI

Hfis 35 afe sfon aarfles 9 Ae<t Jar wiat

WI3H Non A3 8330 wfe wfe A3 At pher aqoy)

Trrelt Hfgnrarg fég v WS & felm 39 "3 Wiz
Wiowr famr 31 for HAAS o vo-ls, Jog-feres
W3 IIE I9& T HH BT WiowT Aer I g wAE
Zl9g 3t 80 I 8 fores 99 des 3 < Jf o At
Ho o A <t &g 7= wifggr 3l9g 31 »ia® yay <t
Afar 3 o439 39t o I B Aawr I HwW HAS
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189 Gaat Adt € 398 feHe™s He® J Is gt
& ThHga-gut sdfhn fHe It 3921 ol © Hdls g
Tadt i yad 27 639 ¥ 5252 2 U9 996 &1
At 92, 9079 g% '3 e Jar < figardt fgea At
J2 M3 e i€ IR 31 Fayd J Aie de| fHardt Jet
IERUST M3 Ugdt Ha-fenrdt Bt 2far mud ust §
Aadt J1 T 99 +f et § yz & 39 wigAg miust
HIZs-Ag & Ao 90T ¥ W3S Jd6 Sel Yde Ia|
I ATJE E9gHT € W3 fEH I &8 Jod I8 fd
ggt Hd1S, & 931, Jeqt 38, H3 @9, At wZhi,
A'd HJd3, AJ Us-fee 3t It Ae® J& nag yg =t
faur FeaT FfgH »eHE YU I e

g ©H Ho gt 5t @9 33
w3t Ha3 us A9 e HIfa Bl per aaoy)

Hes ¥ 2ge, fanet v gHae, dfts 3 wid
Jd, 39, Hed 3 Hi3 nwife & g fHow 9 919 sad
USHd & ged3 T YF &S Mfduz &137 Afger J1
Hg-Grdt AN wiffor edes afe-Brdt © ¥=3eds
&g masd W3 gedsdt yge Uer gder J

IIIHT 3Hdt <t fegrd ads Guds fea 3ts ANg
miSEt 3 fa T3eds yIt 9357 § ¥ BE w3
ISR TT HIBE dUT BT ILd3 T HIBS SHHT
JI gEd3 ¥ HI3e § mlT mEt 919 mfows 3
PT3HE JgaTel i€ geds & yItat »3 fgt grdt
far 899 I51 BF-HE & mlth3Ha AUT YE's dds
TE Y & BI-d1fe gU 3 AlIWEd T HAS YASS
i3 I for yarg »u & gea3 w3 Ired ©t feafiasr
& FH-I3 yIrerfentr J1 IEI3-mia HaHT Fearet
1% Hefu3 31 ofowres 3 931w wil@ar-arer fesrdt
I &g gt 9fg I gan Vg © Haz J1 du-¥e,
e%-e%, 34, HI3, 338, g, udl, A%, nEms,
IfE®, WiaT 3 AIHA3 Hie-Ad13 Mars-Udy € mudaT
9 &1 I8 mMuE-muE Jd3< f5gmr 9d Is1 919
sod gfaz mrast @Hawe?feac‘rﬁgaa@@@
J fa frgvsos & At iygs Rt yg ©t fsdsa
waTeT 9 It T feg On wea o AEfed oot Fat
fewrdt wiradt dadt I g9onTg feg YA33 gwdst
vt & URardt i @32ds & migs M3 AIse Set
936 dadt J, €8 Jd3 T 3838 Jd3 ¥ I3
IT IEd § 93 FuE © HeH & yArfaz gt I

*BIgdd, ALH Agede fadt dres Heg (gfimimaua),

g galediHet, 931913, H: 6239757284
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FIHT- UJ | AT HE
fea w0 ot 3t 1
dfg HaeTl HI =R adf, =R
WS foon3 3 gar J1 HE
WIS Hies fimmar 31 6
HIIfeA B e e & 1) —
d9 ¥ o7 3 eR-feaw [
HHSET I

H3- 3T 3l me I,
I Ho fea 7T adf, Aar
&t foons feg s fomm M R T ey W F
WiaT a1 Gt Ht fg vy fa€ I 3 1 o v 99 WO
feofa@ o Iz I A A ? geaa fa2 I ? via
WS far my <t seAr H v W8 © mut feg adt H
gt, 16 B3 It Adtea S91 3 Beaz I H femar uet
ud 3% &' Ugt| dEl 8493 3d, 966 HUS i3, HIld
fam ftzr, ug 3% o ugh Wiz NG Afsder fufenr, fea
uaae@wﬂr@ﬂs@w%w@a@w&w
SH & 38 Ut

Fgaa- s dftg ?

W3- YRR +f & we, wr &6 mHS fa »mud »y §
yghrag <t gt feg 99 2 gy, W IH H1Z @,
RIGMT HIZ &7, STH UETdg 3 UETa Jf &7, 938 UETag |
FFHT- Ty fad ?

W3- &2 It W9 T19 6 & »iftmr J, W UedE J
o i € »ag g Aer I feg AT U I 7 6
% 7t guer 1 feg foq SIr3dt &I I 1 widr
&t J= T

FgAw- £g 83 I <& adf Ifg Hae |

H3- 39 I, Ud § UIHHT & &H ufg® graT 3 faor
It AT 3 &g oW @ W He feg 9& #eT J1 WS
feg famr feg 9 # < ue g9 AeT J1 Te © g®9
Jgdt feg @ © ©¢ I5| SJ Jgdt 3 1ad &Jf mrEte,
W33 3N AT S 9die I Hed Ht 51 o 85
feg der 3 fx Tgdt Y213 996 T & WIS JaH FaEr
J & fegzer J1 H vt meet wr ugt uget df ot
gger| H 3t »iiet 3raEr e Of H »iis o3BG
Igdt yuz I i, Het wre WS Aiet few war ot e
f&x U M33 WM3H AT I, =Y UR AUgs 99 Hdla
& wlr T SfgEl NG aafont qafentt NS ST 293
Iret, 3 99+t < gudt feg AT & @HeT <A feg 99
fadmit, 39 # feg a2 I IH I AT & 399 & It
e Ut fezr 3t He feg fea fea wiet fa 793 7%
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(FH 35 et fussr via W)

Hf 91 &'ad €<

< I ®H

fogr I dowr, ey © wigwt feg, et 95 A9 »ias
&g, Uugnt 2y Ui Ule J91¢ »aa3 Ha Hie I51 I
B uFe & I waS T IES I wEfad At
Jer Jde 3 dett 3 ot el deY I8, Ud 293¢
7 I feg 951 f&a I 3 miuSt yeoeH! few T §
It HIET 3 widgd! 99T J1 ° oHf 95 3 fea wn &
Hds IIT feg a1 fiat wias feesr, feamrs =t 9,
St It fears T fears § 3T T, 938 35,
BT HIaT, IIH3 SdaT <4 faar J1 3t H Afgnr fa
H 8 Hg <33t 9, &g W yeaeH fee, wrgg feg 93
Ud eff W8 &% 38 <33, fafa HE g& Ad Far
IHY TS| HI Id oad H & 7 Wit Ui, waie,
913, ASMT T1i3nt, I3 Yad © Sfemt ©F izt di3t
ot & izt S 3 goner-7 37 IR At 3t ad|
3 AET AOHI3 fsdaran” ¥ mufemr Hor 9ig fam 3
5233 ot fraser| ¥ sfent < det ot 3 O @
Af3ag Bet, d Wit & OHt 3T G5 3 Ba1 & 9ds
<, Adl W3 fest 3 feg oW 3 fHe3s AT © ygg
I35 & ° HE 18 813 fmr fa H warz feg Hew =
Rig® gt 3 Usa <f Siet enel| Uud 89 39 m,
N Afowr fo37 @37 Me13 | Adt IRF of €& fenrestt?
foi Yo feg We wag <t oo fifer ag ? H amd »e
et 3 oo o5 Fag B2 ? wud D9 wRt U 3 438 W
feg Sw wet| fegt Aet feg foa fos W mud ufeg
TaH UA3S feg ufgnml “Ae s ufz 11ar f3r gafi
off 71 wifly 7 wiedg o AR f 9d i w3
JIst § AR W & faar fa 716 a4 AU, ug »iFt
uTg 3 3 feg faor fa & »iu 70 3 J9st § AR
N GreT m3st WiE a9t | An fenr feg w3 = fifer
JaH I I 1S A9 et fa 1 oo, fa g ot dvr 3,
7t gan o foret, 2% yersT 87 »iy 31 29 dee
gdt fa feg Aer A9 3 €74t AeT 3, 7 Ae fa feeAs
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& Hf 99 # o Azt I 3 v feg uaTg st 9,
W?éﬁﬁ%w@mwﬂa@rﬁ,ﬁfw
I8 1913 feg €& Ae 31 mas-UlsT fasat we 7| ug
23 WS »uet sga3T fem ue, ot fa Har w35 fazar
F WAT Ut FaET 3, 3T H fsam I a A fa Het 3§
i3 B3 fmr 9, Wt 3 WAZ 3T wrﬁﬁe&gsﬂ?sw
1| feg 3w T UE € 86 feg U a »viur IrseT J,
86 & Mot adf dai

feg fea fos Ao wet 3§ fan o feg sfenr #t
3t 3 ot Ifenr ﬁé@ra'a@%masﬂu@raaa?
% foq 99 es fog war fimr 3t f9et 9o F At
e 3gt €t Bar 83 It Sedt feg fed fes 29
fimrss wirfenr fg 919 = ‘gan’ I, 31 H gaH 3 dleg
widdt T 7S vuE 99 < Tt usy gan < At
i giet fa ‘aod gan 7 98 3 9G8R J9 @ af, 3T H
737 3 d J 996 IIGT T, @_UBT??HWU&H‘%
JIEE TH I, 3 gIH T fEnT| e a8 T gaH
3¢ gaH Yar J9; 3t Wt uag ge IrEt 3 H gar fig
ug fenm feg HE At wiret fa 3 »iA3 wiemer feg ot
fefemir 3df, 1 397 AT 233 71d ¥ 7%'S ¥ nigde feg
?mémmwmamﬁgwﬁﬁ
ﬁf‘zfngaTﬁBaTﬂW| Mo 98 adt, Nar wur av I
ma*%aawe“rweeﬁ%m
3rrrﬁﬂT WS 37T € T Hea &' uet J, ug fed 9% Ust ?
- f mea UBI
sgne- A€ 3T miF3 I F fegt wat feg o 83 3
yedaHt f Ygar I8 ME, Ty Y &% AZ 99 3
feg W3 et feg 99 IJ T3 feg 3A faaz 2B 3T
Sifenr? 919 »y 97J ga ©f Yder fegl 3T 3T AT
ey It »F3 I I feamen »r 898 I
H3- H 3t gt It 3§ =, 3T deT A9 WY 99 © I,
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Status of Bhagat Bani in Guru Granth Sahib

& Dr. Shashi Bala

uru Granth Sahib, as compiled by Guru Arjan

Dev in 1604, incorporates the compositions of
six Sikh Gurus, fifteen Bhagats or Saints of medieval
period and panegyrics of fifteen Bhatts. The approach
of the Holy Scripture is holistic and integrative
with emphasis on the dynamic aspect of reality and
pragmatic vision to socialise religion by envisaging the
sovereign self-identity of man as well as the collective
amelioration of social conditions. The present paper
is an attempt to study the intimate relationship of the
compositions of the Bhagats to the compositions of
Gurus from the philosophical perspective.

Introduction

The Bhagats whose compositions are included in
Guru Granth Sahib represent nearly the four centuries
of Indian thought from the middle of the twelfth to the
middle of the sixteen century A.D. The chronological
order of these Bhagats and their different regions
are depicted by Pashaura Singh as follows: Sheikh
Farid (Pakpattan, Punjab), Jaidev (Birbhum, Bengal),
Trilochan (Sholapur, Maharashtra), Sadhna (Sindh),
Beni (Tonk, Rajasthan), Ramanand (Prayag, U.P.),
Kabir (Benaras, U.P.), Ravidas (Benaras, U.P.), Pipa
(Gagraun, M.P.), Sain (Rewa, M.P.), Dhanna (Tonk),
Bhikan (Lucknow, U.P.), Parmanand (Sholapur,
Maharashtra), Surdas (Oudh, U.P.). These Bhagats
were the product of different religious traditions and
most of them came out of the lower strata of society.
Sheikh Farid was a Muslim, Kabir was a weaver,
Jaidev, Trilochan, Surdas and Ramanand were
brahmins, Pipa was a raja, Dhanna, a jat or cultivator,
Namdev, a calico-printer, Sain, a barber; Sadhna a
butcher, Ravidas a cobbler and the caste of Bhikan and
Beni is not known.

The criterion for selection of the compositions
of Bhagats was nirguna religiosity and conformity
to the basic tenets of Guru Granth Sahib. The total
number of hymns of Bhagats as included in the Holy
Scripture are 349 besides the three long compositions
of Kabir and 243 slokas of Kabir and 130 slokas of
Sheikh Farid, (out of which some of the slokas are
of Gurus). The arrangement of hymns in Guru Granth
Sahib is not subject-wise but it is in accordance
with the ragas. The total number of which is thirty-
one and the Bhagat Bani is composed in twenty-two
ragas and is placed at the end of each raga section.
The hymns, ashtpadis, chhants and vars of the Gurus
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come first in the order of succession and then the
hymns of the Bhagats in the same format, followed
by Sahskriti Slokas, Gatha, Punhe and Chaubolas of
Guru Arjan and slokas of Kabir and Farid, Savaiyas,
slokas of Gurus, Mundavni and Ragmala. To preserve
the identity of the compositions of the Bhagats, these
have been denominated individually by their names
such as Siri Raga Kabir Ji ka, Siri Raga Trilochan ka,
Siri Raga Bani Bhagat Beni Ji ki and Raga Asa Bani
Bhagatan Ki : Kabir Jiu, Namdev Jiu, Ravidas Jiu.
The title of the compositions of the Bhagats reveal and
profound spirit of regard towards the bhagats. So it is
a misconception to regard the compositions of bhagats
as ‘at the lower end of this hierarchy of sanctity’ as is
mentioned by Gurinder Singh Mann.

Acknowledgement of Spiritual attainment

of Bhagats by Gurus

The compositions of the Bhagats have not only been
incorporated by Guru Arjan Dev in the Holy Scripture,
but their spiritual attainment is duly acknowledged by
the Gurus in their own hymns. The attainment of the
exalted state of enlightenment of Namdev and Kabir
is recorded in Siri Raga by Guru Amar Das. Though
Namdev was a calico-printer and Kabir, a weaver,
yet they realized the Divine word through the perfect
preceptor by eliminating their ego and realized the
highest state, which cannot be effaced by anyone.
The divine recognition of Namdeyv, Jaidev, Trilochan,
Kabir, Ravidas, Dhanna and Sain, is mentioned in
Raga Bilawal by Guru Ram Das. Again in Raga Maru,
while stressing on the efficacy of Divine Name in the
Kaliage, Guru Ram Das narrates how the afflictions
of Namdev, Jaidev, Kabir, Trilochan and Ravidas
were eliminated and they got redeemed by their true
devotion to the Divine Name.

Guru Arjan Dev in Raga Asa Bani Bhagat Dhannaji
ki, M. 5., mentions the spiritual exaltation of Namdev,
Kabir, Ravidas and Sain, who belonged to lower castes
with little recognition in the mundane world, but they
got spiritual elevation and recognition by their deep
devotion to God, adoption of merits, detachment
from worldliness and realizing divine presence
within. The spiritual enlightenment of these bhagats
inspired Dhanna, a cultivator to engage in devotion,
and in this way, he was blessed with divine revelation.
Here it is clear that the birth in low caste and meager
sources of life are no hindrance in the way of God
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and these are immaterial from the spiritual point of
view. The elevated persons not only attain the heights
of spirituality but they also become beacon light for
others. The interrelation of Bhagats with Gurus as
well as with other Bhagats is vividly explicit in the
acknowledgement of spiritual status of bhagats in their
respective hymns. Such as the blessing and spiritual
awakening of Namdev and Jaidev is mentioned by
Bhagat Kabir, (Kabir Gauri 36, GGS 330; Kabir,
Bilawal 7, GGS 856, Kabir, Basant, 2, GGS 1194)
Guru Arjan Dev has not only acknowledged the
spiritual enlightenment of these bhagats and their
recognition among the saints of God but also explicated
the diverse ways through which these bhagats attained
Divine Grace. As is stated in Raga Basant M. 5:

Dhanna served Him with child-like simplicity.
Trilochan by contact with the Master success
obtained.

Beni by the Master was illumination granted.

My self! Thou too be God's Servant. (5)

Jaidev has egoism discarded.

Sain the barber was by serving the Lord saved.
Nowhere was the mind of these devotees shaken.
My self! Thou too by taking shelter with the Lord
shalt be saved (6)

Such of the devotees as by the Lord were shown
grace were by Him saved-

Their merits and demerits He reckoned not.
Beholding such state is my mind in the Lord’s
service engaged. (7)

Kabir with constant devotion on Him meditated.
Namdev with the Lord abided.

Ravidas too on the Incomparable Lord Meditated.
Guru Nanak Dev is the very image of the Lord. (8)

The various ways mentioned in the above stated
hymn, such as simplicity of mind, meeting with the
divine preceptor, elimination of ego, selfless service,
constant meditation and firm devotion are consistent
with the teachings of the Gurus. The last line of this
hymn is translated in different ways by different
scholars. As Prof. G.S. Talib translated as, ‘Guru
Nanak Dev is the very image of the Lord.” Dr. Gopal
Singh translated it as, ‘So will I too dwell on Nanak,
the Guru, who is the very manifestation of God.’ Prof.
Sahib Singh translated it as, ‘O Nanak, Guru is form
(rup) of God.” Pashaura Singh points out that, ‘a subtle
distinction between the unique status of Guru Nanak
as embodiment of God and the bhagats as the devotees
of God is made and concludes that ‘the primacy of
the status of the Guru is retained over the status of
the bhagats in the Sikh scriptural tradition.” He also
narrates the meaning of the terms bhagat and Guru
to stress that the bhagat is ‘seeker after truth and
liberation’ and the term Guru ‘stands for the voice of
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Akal Purukh mystically uttered with the human heart,
mind and soil.’

However, some scholars on the basis of internal
evidence about the distinction between the Guru and
bhagat as is found in Guru Granth Sahib, tried to
prove the supremacy of Guru to bhagat. There is no
denying the fact that the significance of Guru or divine
preceptor is highlighted in the Gurbani and Guru is
defined as the manifestation of God Himself. The
Bhagats, whose compositions have been incorporated
in the Guru Granth Sahib, emerged from the different
phases of Bhakti movement, which originated in the
South and spread to the other parts of India. This Bhakti
Movement was a sort of religious revival, in which
the utmost stress was laid on the bhakti-marga. The
common appellation ‘bhagat’ used for the adherents of
this Bhakti Movement indicates the stress on the path
of devotion and it does not mean as seeker after truth or
mere devotee of God, because the spiritual attainment
of these bhagats is duly acknowledged by the Gurus
in their own hymns. Nonetheless, this fact of keeping
the status of Gurus higher than the bhagats seems not
the intention of the compiler and this cosmopolitan
spirit is more explicit, when Guru Gobind Singh
conferred the status of Guru on Guru Granth Sahib,
which incorporates the compositions of Bhagats also.
Similarly, no such difference is found in the Sikh
liturgical practices such as vak laina and recitation of
Gurbani in musical measures in the holy congregation.

Reflections of Gurus on Bhagat Bani

An intimate relationship with Bhagat Bani is
established in three ways in the Holy Scripture, Guru
Granth Sahib. First, in the reflections of the Gurus
on the compositions of the Bhagats as is seen in the
slokas of Kabir and Sheikh Farid. The total number
of Kabir’s slokas is 243, out of which 237 slokas are
of Kabir, 1 slok is of Guru Amar Das and 5 slokas
are of Guru Arjan Dev. In a similar way, the total
number of Sheikh Farid’s slokas is 130 out of which
112 slokas are of Sheikh Farid and 18 slokas are of
Gurus (4 slokas of Guru Nanak, 5 slokas of Guru
Amar Das, 1 slok of Guru Ram Das and 8 slokas of
Guru Arjan Dev). Second, in the insertion of slokas
of the Bhagats in the compositions of the Gurus as is
evident in Gujari ki Var (pp. 509-10), Var Bihagara (p.
555) and in the Var of Ramkali (pp. 947-48). Third,
in replacing Guru Arjan Dev’s hymns alongwith the
compositions of the Bhagats and initiating a dialogue
with these Bhagats. This type of inter-dialogue takes
place in the compositions of Kabir, Farid, Dhanna and
Surdas. Though the insertion of Guru Arjan Dev’s
hymns in the compositions of the Bhagats is a sort of
reflection but it bears the signature of the Bhagat who
is commented upon.
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The main themes which emerge in the reflections
of the Gurus relate not to the conceptual aspect but
to the basic attitude towards life and world, time of
prayer, age for worship, effect of company, moral
purification, renunciation, human efforts and divine
grace, dying to live and the integration of action and
contemplation. A minute analysis of the responses of
the Gurus towards verses of the Bhagats makes this
point more clear.

While comparing the door of salvation with the
width of the tenth part of sesame seed and the inflated
mind to an elephant, Kabir expresses the positive
attitude to pass through it by meeting with the Guru.
Guru Amar Das endorsed this view of Kabir and
elaborates it by holding ego as the cause of mind’s
rigidity and provides a spiritual prescription of meeting
with the Guru who eliminates ego and fills the mind
with divine light enabling the soul to get release and to
enjoy the state of equanimity.

Similarly, the theme of dying to self or ‘living dead’
is hinted at by Kabir which is further explicated by
Guru Amar Das who suggests that it could be possible
by Guru’s Grace, abandoning self-centeredness and
disciplining the mind through God’s fear and curing
all maladies through divine love. At another place,
Kabir laments that no one knows how to die? And if
anyone knows it, he may not die again. Guru Amar
Das’s response is a sort of recommendation that dying
to self takes place in constant remembrance of God
through Guru’s grace and such death means eternal
living.

In another verse, Kabir stresses on personal efforts
to obtain divine favour and resents his incapability to
attain divine favour despite of his hard penances. He
employs the analogy of henna and says, ‘my effort
was like the henna’s’ but he is contradicted by Guru
Amar Das who says, ‘Be thou like the henna, but wait
(patiently) for the Grace of God.” Here the emphasis is
on the Divine Will in accordance with which one can
attain Divine love. The need is to surrender with spirit
of equanimity. Again when Kabir says, ‘Why should
we propose and make schemes when our efforts prove
futile before God’s schemes’. Guru Amar Das responds
that God Himself puts care in man and Himself makes
man free of care.” The main point is that God Himself
is Doer of all actions and He Himself inspires man to
do. Man must transcend his narrow self-centeredness
to gain divine favour.

This theme of divine grace is also stressed by Guru
Nanak in commenting on Sheikh Farid’s verse. Sheikh
Farid states that morning time is best time for prayer
and those who manage to awake in the morning for
prayer, are blessed by God. Guru Nanak’s comment
reveals that the blessing of God, cannot be claimed as
a matter of right, through personal efforts but it comes
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on its own accord or spontaneously, If God Wills, He
may bless some shaking them out of their slumber.
The early morning as the time for prayer is also stated
in slok 107, where Farid opines that those who don’t
arise in the early morning are like dead while living.
Guru Arjan Dev explains the merit of early morning
prayer in the following four verses (slok 108 to slok
111) and comments in the last slok as :

Farid! Our hearts in the world are dyed that is
worthless;

Hard is the way of life of God's devotees,

That by supreme good fortunate may be attained.

Here it is clearly stated that awaking early morning
is not sufficient, if one’s mind remains indulged in
worldly things. But this type of detachment amid
worldly living is possible only through divine grace.

In Guru Granth Sahib, the divine grace is not bound
within the limits of time and space. Sheikh Farid in
Slok 12, insists on the specific time of man’s life i.e.
period of young age, for praying to God. He observes
that those who do not love God in youth, rarely do
so in old age. In slok 13, Guru Amar Das responds to
the above view of Farid by stressing on the point of
divine grace. The period of youth and of old age are
immaterial for worshipping God, because the devotion
of God comes not by man’s own personal efforts or by
mere wish but this divine love is conferred on man due
to divine grace.

Guru Granth Sahib repudiates the rigorous
penances and ascetic practices and stress on the
balanced way of life which means moderate living in
spirit of detachment. Sheikh Farid’s sloke, at certain
places, give reflection of his adherence to ascetic
practices. As in slok 119, Sheikh Farid expresses his
intense desire to meet God and to fulfil this desire, he
is ready to undergo strenuous penances like burning
his body in furnace and burning his bones as fuel
or walking on his head if his feet tire. This view is
commented upon by Guru Nanak Dev in slok 120, by
stating that one need not torture the poor limbs of the
body by these hard penances, because the need is to
visualise God within one’s own self. This viewpoint is
further elaborated by Guru Ram Das in slok 121 which
holds that God resides within but is inaccessible and
can be approached or recognised through the divine
preceptor.

Prof. Sahib Singh observes that if we relate slok
119 with slok 125, then the position of Sheikh Farid
becomes apparent. Sheikh Farid compares the human
body, caught among waves of desire, with the solitary
bird, sitting on the edge of a lake with numerous snares
around it and holds that it can be saved by divine grace.
He asks what words to utter, what qualities to acquire,
what rich jewels of speech to master, what wears to
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adopt to win the Divine love? In the next four slokas
(slokas 127-130), the stress is given on the cultivation
of moral virtues. The essential prerequisite is humility,
forgiveness and sweet speech. The other qualities to
be adopted are innocence even when wise, powerless
even though blessed with power, sharing with others
even though slender store, speaking no harsh words
and breaking no heart. Similarly, in slok 103, Sheikh
Farid’s view of ‘tearing of silken robes’ and assuming
coarse woollen wear’ gives an indication to the life of
renunciation, which is corrected in slok 104 by Guru
Amar Das who emphasised on the inner purity as the
supreme virtue to meet God, which can be attained by
living a life of householder. This point of inner purity
is further elaborated by Guru Arjan Dev in slok 105
which suggests the way to purity by shedding pride of
beauty, riches and worldly greatness.

However, the response of Gurus to the Bhagats
Bani aimed at stressing the basic precepts of Guru
Granth Sahib viz., nam japna, kirat karni and vand
chhakana. This is possible only by living detached
amidst worldly life. Wherever Sheikh Farid present
a gloomy view of life that the world is gripped by
sufferings, Guru Arjan Dev modifies it by stressing on
the delightful aspect of life, which can be visualised
and attained, if one loves God. Again the emphasis
is on nam-simran as well as performance of routine
duties. The inter-dialogue of Bhagats makes this
theme more explicit. In Kabir’s hymns, it appears
sometimes that Kabir left his profession of weaving,
as his mother laments and Kabir’s reply that ‘so long
as I pass that thread through the shuttle, so long do I
forget my loved Lord, Who is refuge of mine and my
children. Trilochan’s reply to Bhagat Namdev in Guru
Arjan Dev’s verse indicates ‘with the tongue utter the
Name of the Lord and work with hands and feet but
cherish thy God, detached in heart.’

To conclude, we can say that the underlying spirit
of these reflections of the Gurus on the compositions
of the Bhagats is to elucidate, to expatiate, to comment
and to contradict the point in order to bring these
compositions in conformity to the basic spirit of Guru
Granth Sahib which enunciates the monotheistic
aspect of the Ultimate Reality and vehemently
condemns the outward formalism to emphasize the
inward religiosity. However, the inclusion of the
compositions of the Bhagats, the acknowledgement
of their spiritual status and the preservation of their
individual identity provide an ecumenical outlook to
Guru Granth Sahib and is also indicative of its catholic
and cosmopolitan spirit.

Courtesy : Inner Dynamics of Guru Granth Sahib
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